
EASTLEA COMMUNITY SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP WITH 

MACFARLANES LLP  

About Macfarlanes LLP  

At Macfarlanes, we understand the importance of an inclusive culture, including the fair recruitment, 
retention and promotion of all staff across the firm.  Our objective is to widen the pool of talent from which 
the next generation of lawyers will be drawn. Our clients come from a range of backgrounds and cultures 
and it is important our people do too.  
  
We are signatories to PRIME, a commitment by the legal profession to provide fair access to high quality 
work experience to students from less privileged backgrounds. We partner with Pathways to Law to help us 
deliver our PRIME programme.  Pathways provides opportunities for year 12 and year 13 students from state 
schools in England who are interested in a career in law and will be first generation attendees at university.   
  
We have adapted our recruitment processes to ensure we recruit the best candidates regardless of their 
background. We were one of the first law firms to ensure that the vast majority of our assessment processes 
for both our vacation schemes and training contracts are scored CV blind.  We have adopted a contextual 
recruitment tool to understand each applicant’s achievement in the context in which they have been gained.  
We understand that not every candidate’s achievements look the same on paper and we want to recruit the 
best people, from every background.  
  
Macfarlanes and Eastlea Community School  

For over 4 years we have been running an annual mentoring scheme with Eastlea school.  Our staff mentor 
10 pupils each year on a one-to-one basis, discussing career issues, conducting mock interviews, developing 
their confidence and presentation skills, and exploring problems which they may encounter. Students’ 
feedback shows that this programme has a significant impact on supporting their academic development, 
raising future aspirations and providing a valuable insight into the world of work.  "Setting targets with my 
mentor was really useful because it helped me plan ahead, which is something I am normally bad at.”  Year 
10 Eastlea Community School student. 


