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Message from the Head of School 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I hope that people are safe and well. This bulletin has been put together as a way of keeping parents up to                      

date with all of the messages that are being sent to us from many different places. This is a particularly long                     

bulletin as we are receiving lots of updates from the Local Authority and the Government around support for                  

families or guidance on exams. Please make sure you look at the information carefully as there may be some                   

help and guidance that you weren’t aware of. 

 

We are in an unusual situation where we have become a ‘virtual school’ for our students, the importance of                   

keeping in touch with our school community is more important than ever. I am sure some of you will be                    

aware that our teachers are uploading learning onto the school DPR and Google classroom. Our Mentors are                 

also regularly checking in with their Mentees by email. Please make sure that your child is regularly checking                  

their emails and the learning platforms. We want to make sure that they keep in touch and let us know                    

quickly if we can help in any way. 

 

My best wishes to all of the Eastlea students and families. 

 

Sarah Morgan - Head of School 

Learning 

Update on Year 11 GCSE Exams and Results 

 

I know this is an anxious time for year 11 students and their families with regards to the summer GCSE results.                     

Ofqual have today issued a letter to students explaining the process of issuing grades. Please be reassured that                  

the grades you get this summer will look exactly the same as in previous years, and they will have equal status                     

with universities, colleges and employers, to help you move forward in your lives as planned. The letter to                  

students from Ofqual is hyperlinked below - please make sure that you read this to understand how your                  

grades will be allocated. 

letter to students.  

 

Ofqual have advised schools and teachers not to discuss the centre assessment grades therefore please do not                 

contact the school asking for this information. Exam boards will publish the results no later than August 2020                  

and may be released a little earlier.. There is more detailed guidance that has been written for parents,                  

teachers and students that is linked below if you wish to read it.  

Guidance from Ofqual 

 

Jubair Ahmed - Vice Principal 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18y_0z68K96ryWaoPHVKuwW39wAUi19wx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zdsg-Fpn5rf8SyhcmF8kKa_aj1d9IDyB/view?usp=sharing
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Home Learning Check-ins 

Parents/Carers, 

 

Thanks for your ongoing support, and for encouraging your child to engage with the weekly Home Learning                 

Resources and Welfare communications that are being monitored by your child’s teachers and form tutor. 

 

It is important that you and your child respond to the school’s emails and phone calls, as we want to remain  

in frequent contact with all our families. Please inform us if you have changed any of your contact details  

(phone numbers, email address or home address). Please call us on 0207 5400 400 or email us  

at info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk, and remember to include your child’s full name and year group in the  

phone call, voicemail or email. 

 

Your child’s tutor will be in touch, primarily through weekly emails, to find out the following information about  

your child. 

 

-How is your child doing? 

-What have they been doing at home? 

-Are they reading for 20 minutes every day? 

-Are they getting their home learning done? 

-Is there anything they would like their tutor to do to help them? 

-Congratulate your child for receiving achievement points for engagement with the home learning resources,  

and encourage 

them if they have not yet engaged. 

Richard Skyers - Vice Principal 

How to Access Google Classroom 
Here is a guide to help your child access Google Classroom: 

Accessing the DPR  

Here is a link to assist you when logging on to the DPR:  

Log In to Google Email Instructions (for students) 

Here is a link to assist you when accessing student emails:  

If you don’t have online access 

If your child has difficulties accessing the home learning online please email info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk or  

let their Mentor know and we will arrange for a paper copy of a home learning pack to be printed and sent  

home. 

mailto:info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S_2kq1z2UItXeCo4_oQLVXQIZiL6FUbRRseSAeW413w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cdkl4jZXN_9Abms0xPdG64sQi7z71HncSCtNVDe2Arc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GQV509QdhN-vkE3SW7FHK2j0PsW-b0-kbkzXFN6jgQ0/edit
mailto:info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk
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Where can I go to get support to help keep my child safe online? 

During the current school closures we know that young people are accessing more and more online whilst                 

trying to keep in touch with friends and accessing their home learning. This does mean it is more important                   

than ever to ensure that you have good online safety awareness and talk to your children about keeping safe                   

online. There is a lot of support available to keep your child safe online. Below are some useful links to help                     

parents and carers: 

Thinkuknow (advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online) 

Internet matters (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

Parent info (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

LGfL (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

Net-aware (support for parents and carers from the NSPCC) 

Concerns During School Closure 

If you have any concerns regarding your child during the school closure period and you would like to discuss                   
your concerns with a member of the safeguarding team please email safeguarding@eastlea.newham.sch.uk            
and leave a contact number. One of the team will then be in touch with you. 

Emma Lane - Assistant Principal - DSL 

 

Children of Key Workers 

The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay                    

safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is why the government has asked                    

parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those                  

children who absolutely need to attend. 

 

From Monday, 20th April the school will be open once again, for a small group of students who are children of                     

key workers. If you fall into the key worker category and do not have alternative childcare arrangements                 

please email info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk . School will be closed over the Easter holidays and this has been                

discussed with families using the service. 

 

Please see a letter attached from Sue Imbriano, the Interim Director of Education, Inclusion and Achievement:                

Letter 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE
https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/default.aspx
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
mailto:info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bxhQ51M0mdUmPsU4EB6c_fBrNVHLcrcw/view?usp=sharing
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Free School Meals 

The government has stated that Children eligible for free school meals will benefit from a national voucher                 

scheme allowing them to continue to access meals whilst they stay at home. 

Schools can now provide every eligible child with a weekly shopping voucher worth £15 to spend at                 

supermarkets while schools are closed due to coronavirus. The total value of vouchers available per eligible                

child per week exceeds the rate paid to schools for free school meals, recognising that families will not be                   

buying food in bulk and may therefore incur higher costs. 

The Department for Education has also published new guidance on free school meals to help schools and                 

parents prepare.  

We aim to share these vouchers with eligible families at the end of each week. Families should have received                   

a voucher for this week and will receive further vouchers when the school partially reopens for the children of                   

key workers after the Easter holidays on the week commencing 20th April. If you have any further questions                  

regarding eligibility please email info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk . I regret that we won’t be able to process any                

enquiries. 

Important! For families to receive the voucher within the 24 hour turnaround time we will need an email                  

address. We will be sending some families a text message asking them for their email addresses. You will                  

be asked to respond to info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk with your child's name, year group and the parents               

email address.  

Inclusion 

Coronavirus explainer in Makaton (Ineqe) 

 

Children with a range of SEND needs may be struggling right now, perhaps through lack of routine or not                   

understanding how things are. 

 

Holly Rankin, is the Special Educational Needs Advisor at Ineqe and in this video explains Coronavirus using                 

Makaton: https://youtu.be/9OS8vbjr2-Q 

 

Newham SEND Advice for Parents  

Please find a link to the page on Newham’s website offering guidance and services to families of children with                   

SEND. 

https://families.newham.gov.uk/kb5/newham/directory/advice.page?localofferchannel=2&id=Rp1I24W8t6k  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
mailto:info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk
mailto:info@eastlea.newham.sch.uk
http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=3a986217480d0c2bc8410d48c81ecc4d&i=105A139A5A1275
https://families.newham.gov.uk/kb5/newham/directory/advice.page?localofferchannel=2&id=Rp1I24W8t6k
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A message from Newham Council  

Council tax 

If you are having difficulty paying your Council Tax due to the Coronavirus pandemic please contact Council                 

Tax and Benefits on 020 8430 2000. If your income has changed you may well be eligible for Council Tax                    

Support which will pay up to 90% of your Council Tax. If you already claim Council Tax support please tell us                     

about the change using the online change of circumstances found on the Council’s website. If you do not                  

currently have a claim for Council Tax support you can make a claim online. If you need help with making a                     

claim or advice, our staff will quickly help you make a claim for this and can discuss payment holidays or even                     

hardship grants towards outstanding Council Tax. Please don’t wait for your account to go into arrears before                 

contacting us. We want to help support you in these difficult times. 

Rent payments 

If you are having difficulty paying your rent due to the Coronavirus pandemic please visit the Making a Benefit                   

Claim pages on the Council’s website. This will help direct you to the right agency to deal with your claim. If                     

you have an existing claim for Housing Benefit and your income has changed please visit the Benefits – Tell us                    

about a Change page and complete the online change of circumstances form. If you need help or advice please                   

contact Council Tax and Benefits on 020 8430 2000 and our staff will be able to help you. 

https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/ServiceChild/Coronavirus-(Covid-19).aspx#Advice 

Websites and apps that support young people - mental health and wellbeing 

Here are some great websites to access that help young people Websites and apps that support young people 

 

  

 

https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Housing-benefit-and-council-tax-reduction-change-of-circumstances.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Council-Tax-Reduction.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Housing-benefit-new-claim.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Housing-benefit-new-claim.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Housing-benefit-and-council-tax-reduction-change-of-circumstances.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Housing-benefit-and-council-tax-reduction-change-of-circumstances.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/ServiceChild/Coronavirus-(Covid-19).aspx#Advice
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mq5qEPi-fZBmeNZheK3PEvA4RW5OrKo2PPpQ8ub8Rcs/edit?ts=5e84d239

